Pet Travel

Domestic Travel

Dogs and cats traveling within the United States require an interstate health certificate.  Most airlines require the pet to be examined and determined free of disease, fully vaccinated and healthy to travel within 10 days of the trip.  Please note there can be a difference between airlines on this time period.

Tips:

If you have a big pet that can not ride with you on the airplane then they must go as cargo.  If you are traveling in the summer time when temperatures can get quite high the airline may night fly your pet.  In order to avoid heat strokes the general rule is if the forcasted temperature on the runway exceeds 90 degrees they will not fly the animal.  This rule also applies to any connections.  We strongly recommend researching your flight and try and get a direct flight to minimize your variables.

We also strongly recommend microchipping and registering the chip so if they are lost while you are away you will have a better chance of recovering them.
International Travel

Plan ahead we usually need a minimum of 24 hours notice so we can locate the appropriate documents for your destination.

For International travel a USDA International Health certificate must be completed by an accredited veterinarian.  In addition to this certificate many countries have unique requirements as a result we recommend checking the consulate as well as the USDA specific web site regarding international export regulations.  All countries are listed alphabtically.  www.aphis.usda.gov/vs/ncie/iregs/animals

Once you have downloaded the information for your country we still recommend calling the consulate of that country for any other specifics. 

Please note certain countries particularly England requires microchipping,  rabies vaccination,  then a rabies titer to be performed.  This process takes 3 months so plan early. 

After investigating the requirements for your destination call our clinic to make an appointment for a physical exam and health certificate.  The health certificate needs to be endorsed (actually signed) by the USDA regional veterinarian in Sutton Mass.  This can be done through Fed-EX, the turn around time can take up to 20 days or you can call (508) 865-1421 to make an appointment to have the form signed.  Please note:  There is a $24.00 fee for the endorsement and they do not take walk in visitors.  You need to make an appointment if you are not doing this by mail.

USDA mailing address:

USDA
160 Worcester-Providence RD
Sutton Square Plaza
Suite 20
Sutton, Mass 01590.
