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	Red ear slider and other aquatic turtle care
Red ear slider (Trachemys [Chrysemys] scripta; T. s. elegans)

Almost all medical conditions diagnosed and treated in captive reptiles are a direct result of improper housing and nutrition.  Care of these very special animals is very equipment intensive.  One must study the exact environment these reptiles were originally living in and then replicate that as close as possible in your home.  Here is a short list of the basics of aquatic turtle care.

Nutrition:

Live foods are preferred when possible such as guppies, crickets, occasional meal worms and blood worms. Vegetables should include collard greens, turnip greens, mustard greens, carrots, squash, and dandelion greens (if not sprayed with yard chemicals). They also like water Plants such as anacharis, horn wort, duckweed, and water hyacinth.
Note:  If young turtles will not eat veggies soak them in tuna water (not oil).                                               

Housing:


The minimum size is a 20 gallon container for a single turtle, which may need to be adjusted as the turtle grows.  Aquatic turtles need swimming water as well as a dry basking area.  Housing temperatures and light lengths are very very important.  Turtles are poikiliothermic which mean their body temperature is regulated by the environment they are in.  Investment in 2 reliable thermometers is essential.  One thermometer for the swimming water and one for the tank air temperature.  Water temperature should be between 75-86° F, and basking area air temperatures 85-88° F.  Light is essential for production of vitamin D and proper absorption of calcium needed for healthy bones and shell.  Ultraviolet light does not penetrate glass, so we need to provide broad spectrum UVA/UVB light.  These are very special light bulbs that need to be changed every 6 months.  The basking bulb can be any regular light bulb that just produces heat over the basking rock. In order to try and avoid hibernation lighting systems should be on a 12 hour timer.

Water:

Turtles are messy!  Their swimming water needs a 25% change over every week.  The addition of more sophisticated equipment and filters will help reduce the water change rate.


Links http://www.anapsid.org/reslider.html


